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Rep. Scott Drury declares AG bid
XAVIER WARD, Editor

The Illinois race for
governor will have one
less democratic competitor as State District 58
Rep. Scott Drury, D–Highwood, has announced his
candidacy for attorney
general instead.
This comes after State
Attorney General Lisa Madigan announced Sept. 15
she would not seek reelection in 2018. She has been
the state’s attorney general
since 2003.
“Almost immediately
upon hearing the news that
Lisa Madigan would not
be running for re-election,
my phone began buzzing,”
Drury said at a press conference in downtown Chicago Tuesday, Sept. 19.
“People were asking me
if I would consider running, they said to me that
they hoped I would run,
and they said, almost universally, that what Illinois
needs is an attorney general who is fiercely independent. An attorney general who has experience
as a prosecutor, someone
who they know is going
to stand up against that
state’s most powerful interests. I agree.”
Drury commended Madigan on representing the
state on social issues, but
said the Office of Attorney
General lacked in prosecuting government crime,
fraud and corruption.
“The office can and really must do more,” Drury
said.
Drury appeared to question the timing of Madigan’s announcement.
Madigan had only last
month asked for Democratic support in the state.
She did not give a reason
as to why she is not running again, but said she
does not plan to run for
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Drury stands in front of a room of reporters and
cameras to annouce his candidacy for Illinois Attorney
General. The Highwood native announced he would
run for attorney general shortly after standing Attorney
General Lisa Madigan announced she would not seek a
fifth term. XAVIER WARD/22ND CENTURY MEDIA

mayor of Chicago, as was
speculated.
“They probably didn’t
anticipate this when they
came up with this plan in a
dark room months or years
ago, that Drury would already be in a statewide
race,” he said.“Whether
you want to call it a fix,
whether you want to say
it’s rigged, whatever term
you want to use, the reality
is the powers that be made
a decision that they want
to have a chosen person in
there and they don’t want
to have a big primary.”
Drury said he heard
months ago Madigan was
going to run again, but
now that September is
here, she’s no longer going running and some
issued press releases declaring their candidacy
suspiciously soon after her
announcement.
Drury, an adjunct professor of law at Northwestern University and
former federal prosecutor,
has been fiercely critical of
Madigan’s stepfather Michael, state speaker of the
House, previously comparing him to the fictional
character Voldemort from
the Harry Potter series.

He referenced Harry
Potter again when announcing his run for attorney general, saying it was
as if he’d been chosen by
the “Sorting Hat”.
“This is the right position for me, I think everyone in the state of Illinois
knows that, if they don’t
know that they certainly
will in time,” Drury said.
“When I’m attorney general, no one and I mean no
one, will be above or beyond the law.”
Drury said that he would
run an evidence-based office, going where the evidence leads whether it’s
the Governor’s Office or
the state assembly.
Drury also noted that he
was in a unique position
to run for attorney general
given Madigan’s surprise
announcement
because
he was already running a
statewide campaign.
“This position is the position that will allow us
to implement the changes
we’ve been fighting for
years without being shackled down by a dysfunctional general assembly
and a governor a speaker
of the house who can’t get
along,” Drury said.
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