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Local, national issues discussed at candidate forum
XAVIER WARD, Editor

It may have been a lo-
cal stage, but issues dis-
cussed at the League of 
Women Voters’ Candidate 
Forum ranged from local 
to national, including gun 
control and women’s re-
productive rights.

Candidates seeking 
election in contested races 

in Lake County made their 
arguments for election 
Sunday, Feb. 18, at North 
Shore Unitarian Church in 
Bannockburn. 

Democratic candidates 
vying for the Lake County 
Clerk’s office and Repub-
licans contending for the 
10th District were present. 

Republicans are trying 

to win back the 10th Dis-
trict from Brand Schneider 
(D-Deerfield). 

Schneider has flip-
flopped with Evanston Re-
publican Bob Dold since 
2012. 

Jeremy Wynes, High-
land Park; Sapan Shah, 
Libertyville; and Douglas 
Bennett, Deerfield, are all 

candidates for the Republi-
can nomination. 

Following the school 
shooting in Parkland, Fla., 
the three candidates were 
asked their stance on gun 
control measures. 

“Very clearly, I support 
common sense gun re-
strictions, identity checks, 
background checks, clos-

ing gun show loopholes,” 
Shah said. “I think the ma-
jority of Americans sup-
port those things — I sup-
port those things too.” 

He added that bump 
stocks, a device that can 
turn a semi-automatic ri-
fle into a fully-automatic, 
should be banned as part 
of the common sense mea-
sure. 

Wynes said he, too, sup-
ports common sense gun 
restriction measures. 

Bennett broke slightly 
from the other candidates. 

“There were signs, and 
somebody at the FBI obvi-
ously missed something in 
their process, but I don’t 
want to throw them under 
the bus,” Bennett said.

“I’m a civil libertarian, I 
believe that we all have to 
protect all of our civil lib-
erties. That means Second 
Amendment, that’s First 
Amendment, that’s Fourth 
Amendment,” he added. 

Bennett, however, did 
add that bump stocks 
should be added to the list 
of restrictions placed on 
automatic weapons. 

Wynes and Shah’s 
stance on guns stands in 
contrast to other Republi-
cans across the country, to 
many of whom gun con-

trol is a taboo issue such as 
Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan (R-Wisconsin) who 
sought not to politicize the 
shooting publicly. 

The two also break from 
the general Republican 
consensus, as pro-choice 
Republicans, they said 
in response to a question 
about reproductive rights. 

Bennett said he is pro-
life, but believes decisions 
such as marriage equality 
and women’s reproductive 
rights were in the hands of 
the United States Supreme 
Court, and would not sup-
port a measure to overturn 
them. 

If reelected, Schneider 
would serve his second 
consecutive term and third 
overall. 

Wynes has said before 
that the 10th District needs 
a fiscally conservative, so-
cially moderate politician 
to adequately represent the 
district. 

While Schneider adver-
tised himself as someone 
who would break party 
lines to represent the Dis-
trict, Wynes said his voting 
record shows otherwise. 

The two Democrats 
seeking the county clerk’s 
chair, trying to unseat cur-
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POLICE REPORTS

Highland Park hit-and-
run results in arrest

A Niles man was ar-
rested Feb. 7 after police 
responded to a two car ac-
cident near Park Avenue 
West and Skokie Valley 
Road. 

Police arrested Joshua 
Klepadlo, 20, of Niles and 
charged him with no valid 
drivers lcense, failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an 
accident, uninsured motor 
vehicle, hit and run, open 
transportation of alcohol 
and no valid registration, 
according to a Highland 
Park Police report.  

Klepadlo was released 
on a personal recognizance 
bond with a court date of 
Feb. 28in Park City.

In other police news: 
Feb. 12

the 900 block of Central 
Avenue, Highland Park 
was arrested and charged 
with driving while license 
suspended, no rear license 
plate light and uninsured 
motor vehicle after being 
stopped by police near 
Sunset Road and Princ-
eton Avenue. Mafa was 
released on a personal re-
cognizance bond with a 
court date of March 28in 
Park City.

Feb. 11

damaged a Nissan Murano 
while parked in the 100 
block of Normandy Street 
overnight. The driver’s 
side panel and passenger 
door were scuffed by an 
unknown object.

entered a Dodge Ram 
sometime overnight while 
parked in the 100 block of 
Normandy Street and stole 

cash from a wallet inside 
of the vehicle. The vehicle 
was reportedly locked but 
no forced entry was lo-
cated. 

Feb. 8

slashed the driver’s side 
rear tire on a black Mer-
cedes while parked in a lot 
in the 1200 block of Park 
Avenue West. 

Feb. 7

the 300 block of Park Av-
enue, Highland Park was 
arrested and charged with 
driving under the influ-
ence and improper lane us-
age after police responded 
to a single car accident 
near Green Bay Road and 
First Street. Sanders was 
released on a personal re-
cognizance bond with a 
court date of Feb. 23 in 
Waukegan. 

Feb. 2

30-Feb. 2 a pair of dia-
mond stud earrings were 
discovered missing from a 
residence in the 100 block 
of Ravine Drive. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The 
Highland Park Landmark’s 
Police Reports are compiled 
from official reports emailed 
from the Highland Park 
Police Department head-
quarters in Highland Park 
and the Highwood Police 
Department headquarters 
in Highwood. Individuals 
named in these reports are 
considered innocent of all 
charges until proven guilty in 
a court of law.

Rotering issues statement on Parkland shooting
STAFF REPORT 

In light of the school 
shooting in Parkland, Fla., 
Highland Park Mayor 
Nancy Rotering issed a 
statement regarding public 
safety. 

“The tragedy in Park-
land, Florida yesterday, 
has left us with broken 
hearts and worries almost 
too profound to say out 
loud. As much as we know 
life is fragile and unpre-
dictable, reminders like 
this make it almost unbear-
able. My heart goes out to 
those impacted by the hor-
rific event,” Rotering stat-
ed in an email. 

“Like many of you, I get 
a little frustrated when the 
door at school is locked 
when I have to pick my 
son up from school early, 

because checking in with 
security every time seems 
redundant. Then you real-
ize it’s not absurd at all,” 
she added. 

Rotering has sparred 
with the National Rifle As-
sociation, and was sued by 
the organization when the 
City of Highland Park ef-
fected an assault weapon 
ban. 

“As I have said before, 
public safety is paramount. 
We work daily to ensure 
our city is safe, but we can 
always do more. In the 
wake of the tragedy, I have 
been in touch with Police 
Chief Mark Fleischhauer, 
City Manager Ghida Neu-
kirch, and representatives 
from Districts 112 and 113 
to review our safety mea-
sures,” the statement read. 

Rotering added a list of 
“need to know” facts about 
Highland Park’s school 
safety approach. 

The police and school 
districts work together 
to help prevent school 
violence, according to the 
statement. 

Efforts include police 
presence in all Highland 
Park schools, monitoring 
social media activity, col-
laborating with social ser-
vice resources on violence 
and bullying prevention 
and working alongside 
parents and peers to watch 
for unusual behavior. 

Safety procedures in 
Highland Park schools 
and public buildings are 
established, and school so-
cial workers are available 
to speak to students who 

want to express their feel-
ings about the recent inci-
dent or at any time.

“We will continue to do 
everything that we can to 
protect our community, 
especially our students. 
We will monitor and con-
tinuously work to improve 
procedures, general safety 
and security. If you see 
something, say something. 
Contact the Highland Park 
Police Department at 911 
or school administrators. 
As always, we welcome 
your thoughts and com-
ments at Council@cityh-
pil.com,” according to the 
statement. 

Flags on public build-
ings in Highland Park are 
flying at half-mast to hon-
or the lives of the victims 
in the shooting.

lighted with the decision,” 
Casey Westover, Drury’s 
attorney, stated in the 
release. “I have known 
all along that Scott fully 
complied with the Illinois 
Election Code. The court’s 
opinion is complete vin-
dication for him, and I’m 
glad he can now turn his 
focus to winning this elec-
tion.”

Drury stated in the re-
lease he is extremely 
pleased with the court’s 
opinion and hopes the 

havoc machine insiders 
have caused to the prima-
ry election based on their 
fear of Drury being the at-
torney general has finally 
come to an end. According 
to court reports, several 
counties delayed the start 
of early voting because of 
the pending objection to 
Drury’s candidacy.

“Mike Madigan and the 
political machine have 
come at me with every-
thing they’ve got — and 
lost,” said Drury. “It’s 
time for Madigan to act 
graciously in defeat, fo-
cus on real issues like the 
sexual harassment scandal 

roiling his political orga-
nization and threatening 
the Democratic Party’s 
success in November, and 
get comfortable with the 
fact that Illinois is going to 
have an Attorney General 
who works for people, at-
tacks corruption, and is not 
scared of him.”

Drury received support 
from his democratic oppo-
nent Aaron Goldstein. 

“While I am in this race 
to win it, I believe democ-
racy only works when we 
are all allowed do our best 
and put our vision before 
the voters to decide.  I do 
not agree with these typi-

cal machine shenanigans, 
which are similar to what 
I faced when I took on the 
machine in 2016,” Gold-
stein said in a release. “I 
hope that Scott’s appeal is 
successful as he has gotten 
the necessary signatures 
and I don’t believe a tech-
nicality, an inconsequen-
tial and good faith mistake 
should result in him being 
knocked off the ballot.”

“As Democrats, we need 
to be better than this,” 
Goldstein stated. 

Drury is one of eight 
democrats seeking the seat 
of Attorney General. 
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rent Republican County 
Clerk Carla Wyckoff, are 
Adam Broad and Robin 
O’Connor. 

Broad is a long-time 
political reformer and ac-
tivist, while O’Connor is 
a part-time Northwestern 

instructor with a pending 
doctorate. 

“Many people think that 
the clerk is responsible, 
basically, for elections,” 
O’Connor said. 

However, carrying out 
elections is only a fraction 
of the clerk’s actual duties, 
she said. 

“It is important that the 

clerk is a top manager, 
someone who is familiar 
with different manage-
ment styles and is able to 
be flexible,” she said. 

Broad also noted that the 
clerk’s job encompasses 
more than just elections, 
but noted that voter protec-
tion should be the clerk’s 
top priority. 

“We need to improve 
accessibility and participa-
tion in elections,” he said. 
“I know it’s only a percent-
age of the duties the clerk 
does, but it’s the most im-
portant duty, it’s essential 
to our democracy.” 

The Spring primary is 
March 20. 
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