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 Beloit Turner
School Board to
discuss potential

Beloit Turner committee to
recommend $26.8 million
referendum to school board

    Comments  Print

XAVIER WARD
Thursday, July 20, 2017

TOWN OF BELOIT—Despite disagreement
among some members, the Beloit Turner
School District’s ad hoc facilities study
committee will recommend that the school
board add a $26.8 million referendum to
the spring ballot.

However, the referendum won't include
money for a new high school.

The committee met for the last time
Wednesday and debated several issues,
including whether to focus on the high

school or build a new grade school, whether the
referendum should feature one or two
questions, and how additional funds should be
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$26.8 million
referendum next
month  Tuesday, August
15, 2017Tuesday, August
15, 2017

used.

In the end, the group recommended that the
district build a new grade school and make
improvements to the high school.

A recent survey by Slinger-based research firm School Perceptions
found that district residents would not support facility upgrade
plans costing $47 million or $52 million.

When asked how much they wanted to spend, residents said they
would support a $25 million referendum.

Asking for more would be risky, School Perceptions Project
Manager Sue Peterson said.

The school district reassessed its risk, and data provided by the
survey suggests the district could carry a $26.8 million
referendum, said Michael Hacker, an architect at Bray Architects,
the Milwaukee architectural firm working with the school district.

That amount would allow the district to build a new elementary
school, close Townview Elementary and build additions to the high
school, Hacker said.

“Is there support in excess of the $25 (million) from the parents?
The answer is 'yes,' there’s very strong support,” School
Perceptions President Bill Foster said.

Building a new elementary school would cost $24.2 million, giving
the district $2.6 million dollars to make improvements to the high
school and middle school if the school board green-lighted a $26.8
million referendum, Hacker told the committee.

Some members voiced concern that the high school was not given
enough consideration.

Hacker told them a referendum to build a new high school is out of
the question right now, and too many projects at the high school
would not leave enough money for a new elementary school.

Building a new high school would cost about $40 million. The
district's last referendum to build a new high school was rejected,
1,350 to 647, in 2013.
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The prior referendum is something to consider when proposing
another referendum, Hacker said.

The earliest the district would go to referendum would be next
spring, Superintendent Dennis McCarthy said.

The school board will hear a presentation from the facilities study
committee when it meets Aug. 14.
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