
Walworth County authorities
report double the number of
homes damaged by flooding

    Comments  Print

XAVIER WARD
Thursday, July 20, 2017

ELKHORN—The Walworth County Sheriff's Office hasn't totaled
the damage from recent flooding, but the number of homes
reported as affected has more than doubled since Friday.

Officials from the sheriff's office, county government, governor's
office and several other state and local officials gathered
Wednesday at the Walworth County Government Center in
Elkhorn to talk about the county's needs in recovering from the
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floods.

When the sheriff's office set up a hotline to report flood damage, it
received about 100 calls July 14.

The number of calls to the hotline since has risen to 185. When
combined with calls to other divisions in the office, the sheriff's
office is estimating between 200 and 250 affected homes,
Walworth County Sheriff's Office Lt. John Ennis said.

One of the biggest questions facing the county is whether it will get
federal aid to help recover.

“I don't want to set up any expectations, but I do want to cover the
process,” said Brian Satula, administrator of emergency
management for the state Department of Military Affairs.

For the county to apply for federal aid, it would have to reach a
threshold of $3.61 in damage per county resident. But that
wouldn't guarantee receiving aid, and even if the county does get
federal aid, it wouldn't be a fix-all, Satula said.

“FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) assistance does
not make homes whole,” he said.

Federal aid would give households a maximum of $33,000 to help
recover based on the amount of damage ranked from moderate to
severe, Satula said.

Under federal regulations, "major damage" would be considered 3
feet of water in the basement, a basement wall caved in or other
similar damage, Satula said.

The most severe category of damage, “destroyed,” would qualify a
household for the maximum amount of aid but would require the
home to be unlivable, he said.

Public infrastructure destroyed from flood waters could qualify for
public assistance as well, but the state would have to apply for that,
not individual counties, said Lori Getter, spokeswoman for
Wisconsin Emergency Management.

The governor would have to request federal inspectors perform a
damage assessment. Based on that assessment, the state could
apply for public assistance, Getter said.
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About $8 million in public infrastructure damage would have to be
recorded to qualify, Getter said.

If federal aid is not made available, a reprieve may exist for low-
income residents.

Residents can qualify for state housing grants if their income is low
enough, said Stan Kaitfors, emergency assistance program
manager for the state Bureau of Housing.

For a family of four, annual gross income could not exceed
$53,600, Kaitfors said.

Standard home insurance won't cover flood damage. People can
get flood coverage only if they live in a community that participates
in the national flood insurance program, said Drew Hunkins, an
examiner with the state Insurance Commission.

Residents with auto damage may have more luck because flood
damage would qualify as “water damage,” which many standard
auto policies cover, Hunkins said.
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