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US Rep. Mark Pocan pushes for thorough
Russia investigation
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JANESVILLE—While U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan says his
position on President Donald Trump's ties to Russia is
slightly more lenient than that of some of his Democratic
congressional colleagues, he still wants a thorough
investigation into the matter, he said Monday during a
town-hall-style meeting at Blackhawk Technical College.

“I've got some colleagues who are saying we shouldn't do
anything at all until this is resolved,” Pocan told about 45
attendees.

Based on an intelligence briefing Congress received, there
was definite Russian interference in the election, Pocan said,

but the U.S. isn't the only place Russia has exerted influence. It has also been caught
meddling in European elections in the past, Pocan said.

Meetings Russian officials had with Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Trump's
son-in-law and senior adviser Jared Kushner don't "pass the smell test," Pocan said.

He added that if Trump had nothing to do with the Russian interference, the
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president should be pushing for an investigation, too.

Attendees were also concerned with matters that affected their day-to-day lives,
including the failure of Rep. Paul Ryan's health care proposal.  

Jeanne Shilts, a Madison woman who works at BTC, gets insurance through the
Affordable Care Act marketplace but noted that premiums have skyrocketed since
she first enrolled.

She was diagnosed with cancer, which has put her $10,000 in debt, she said.

“What's next?” Shilts asked Pocan.

Pocan wasn't entirely sure but said he's working with a committee to examine
insurance providers through the ACA.

“If you have a pre-existing condition, you should get health care,” Pocan said. Pocan
said it's more “profit insurance” than health insurance if people can't get the help
they need.

A single-payer health care system would be Pocan's ideal solution, and it was an
idea that drew applause from attendees.

One woman voiced concern over Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, private school
vouchers and cuts to public education.

She said her son, who was born with autism, has been able to get through school
with good grades with the help of various therapies and programs.

Without these programs she fears might be cut by the current administration, her
son might not be able to become a contributing member of society, she said.

Pocan criticized funding private school vouchers with public money because private
schools can choose not to accept special needs students.

“Until we know there are positive outcomes (with vouchers)—which there aren't—
why do we keep doing it?” Pocan said.

Pocan encouraged guests to get in touch with their other representatives to share
their concerns with them, as well.

Pocan will be back at Blackhawk Technical College at 3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 20,
as part of an unofficial labor committee he sits on for another town-hall-style
meeting.
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