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Citizens academy student Mayra Peralta,

Town of Beloit Police Department
offers citizens academy
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XAVIER WARD
Friday, August 4, 2017

TOWN OF BELOIT—
Hearing a police officer
scream “Get down! Get on
the ground!” isn't usually a
good thing.

At the Town of Beloit Police
Department's Citizens
Academy, it's considered
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right, holds a gun while Sgt. Laura Palmer
gives instruction Thursday at Blackhawk
Technical College in Janesville. Palmer
created the academy to teach civilians about
the jobs of town employees.

educational.

The citizens academy is the
brainchild of Sgt. Laura
Palmer, and it's been nearly
seven years in the works.

It's a nine-week class that gives residents the chance to learn more
about the jobs of public servants, including those who work at the
town hall, fire department, police department and Rock County
Communications Center.

Palmer said she had to turn people away this year, but they don't
have to feel bad. They're on the list for next year.

Thursday night's lesson: police firearms training at Blackhawk
Technical College.

Town of Beloit police officer Chris Woerth walked the 12 academy
participants through a fast-tracked version of the training officers
get.

A handgun, a shotgun and a rifle are all standard in a town of
Beloit squad car, and officers have to learn how to use them safely,
Woerth said.

Attendees also got a little taste of what it's like for officers in the
field.

First, they got to fire "paint rounds” at a standard target. Then they
participated in simulated police calls and had to decide what to do
in each situation, from a car theft to a suspicious person to a
domestic violence call that resulted in a person pointing a gun at
an officer.

A Gazette reporter participated in a simulated school shooting,
something Woerth said is the worst possible day in an officer's life.

The reporter was able to subdue both shooters, but not before
being shot at multiple times.

“This has been an outstanding opportunity. I learned a lot,” said
Bridget Aldridge, an Alliant Energy employee who was invited to
the academy.

She got to battle an officer with a stick in a hand-to-hand combat
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simulation. That was a plus, she said.

Attendees critiqued each situation, and Woerth reminded them
that police often don't have the luxury of time in crisis situations.

Woerth has worked for the town of Beloit for 11 years and has
taught part time at Blackhawk Tech for four years.

He said programs such as this can help dispel myths about police
work.

Woerth said participants usually respond with a lot of “wows.”

While it doesn't ready civilians for police service, the academy does
give them a greater appreciation for what police officers,
firefighters, EMS personnel and even municipal employees deal
with on a daily basis.

Curiosity brought Carl McMillan to the academy, and he's leaving
with a better understanding of public service.

“It's just an appreciation for what these guys do,” McMillan said.
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GazetteXtra.com does not condone or review every comment. Read more in our
Commenter Policy Agreement.

Keep it clean.Keep it clean. Comments that are obscene, vulgar or sexually oriented will
be removed. Creative spelling of such terms or implied use of such language is
banned, also.
Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.
Be nice.Be nice. No racism, sexism or any other sort of -ism that degrades another
person.
Harassing comments.Harassing comments. If you are the subject of a harassing comment or
personal attack by another user, do not respond in-kind. Click the "Report
Abuse" button on offensive comments.
Share what you know.Share what you know. Give us your eyewitness accounts, background,
observations and history.
Do not libel anyone.Do not libel anyone. Libel is writing something false about someone that
damages that person's reputation.
Ask questions.Ask questions. What more do you want to know about the story?
Stay focused.Stay focused. Keep on the story's topic.
Help us get it right.Help us get it right. If you spot a factual error or misspelling, email
newsroom@gazettextra.com or call 1-800-362-6712.
Remember, this is our site.Remember, this is our site. We set the rules, and we reserve the right to
remove any comments that we deem inappropriate.
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PLEASE CHOOSE A NICKNAME BEFORE COMMENTING
 ...and when you see lights behind you YOU PULL OVER instead of putting the

rest of the public in lethal danger and making the police chase you and
compounding that danger ........do that and you deserve whatever happens to you.

By thisnametaken at 10:55 am Friday, August 4, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Good... The public needs to understand what it's like dealing with violent
criminals.....This "they were unarmed" stuff really gets me...It only takes a
millisecond for an "unarmed" person intent on killing you to become armed........
AND KILL YOU.
I'm not a cop and maybe I shouldn't be, but you stand still when told to by a cop for
the safety of both the cop AND the public or you get shot...It shocked me to
discover there were people who thought any other way.

By thisnametaken at 7:38 am Friday, August 4, 2017 | Report Abuse
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