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Drake and Ella Elman, third and fifth graders respectively, sat on their wooden deck

drawing with markers on large pieces of paper mid Sunday morning. 

They weren’t making art just for the fun of it, rather they were preparing for Rosh

Hashanah, the Jewish New Year festival held on the first day of Tishri. 

As they sat there in the early morning sun, Rabbi Ari Moffic, Highland Park, was leading

the two through a number of games and activities for them to learn about the holiday and

why it is celebrated. 

Sunday they learned that the meaning of it is to spiritually awaken and that the shofar, an

instrument crafted from a ram’s horn, is one of the many symbols of the holiday. 

While the things they’re learning may not be much different from what many other Jewish

kids their age are learning, the method of delivery is somewhat unconventional. 

The kid’s Sunday lesson was courtesy of Moffic’s concierge Rabbinate service “CoHere.” 

Cohere, Moffic said, is a start-up idea that is funded with a grant from the Open Dor

Project to create a spiritual community. 

Moffic was one of four rabbis across the country to receive the grant. 

Simply put, Moffic said she saw a need in the Jewish world for something more

personalized for individual families. 

“In the Jewsish world, and I think similarly in the Christian world, we set up this false

binary,” Moffic said. 

Moffic said the all or nothing approach doesn’t work for a lot of Jewish families and

individuals. It’s not always that people don’t want to be spiritual, rather the options
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presented to them don’t match their spiritual needs and desires. 

“We can do Jewish in a more experiential way,” she said. With the service, Moffic is able to

visit people in their homes and tailor their experience to exactly what they want it to be. 

For the Elman family, that is a way to teach their kids about the religion and fitting it into

their already busy schedule. 

“We don’t usually go to synagogue or temple, so this was a good way, more for the

children, to learn the Judaism that we learned as kids,” said Tony Elman, the father of

Drake and Ella. 

His wife, Bebi, said “we want regular school to be a primary focus, but we want them to

understand the traditions and the customs and the meaning of this beautiful religion.”

Bebi said she remembers going to Sunday school and Hebrew school and feeling

unengaged and had a tough time keeping a focus. 

“It’s old-school traditional, and it can really lose your attention,” she said. 

However, with this service, the kids are actively participating in their religious education. 

“What Ari is teaching is relevant to our lives today, we can apply this information to our

lives today,” Bebi said. 

Drake and Ella seemed to enjoy the lesson, as they gleefully participated and even

successfully played the shofar. It was their first visit, but both Tony and Bebi seemed to

agree that it fit their family’s time and spiritual needs.

The Elmans consider their faith similar to Reform Judaism, which is a major denomination

that believes in the ever-evolving nature of faith, Bebi said. 

“I don’t want it to be that CoHere is against or opposed to synagogue,” Moffic said.

“Synagogues are a vehicle for community for many people and the model doesn’t work for

the majority of American Jews. So, we need new models and new ways to teach our

children and have Jewish experiences not as opposed to or against synagogues but in

addition to.”

Moffic’s husband is also a rabbi, but he does preach at a synagogue, she said. 
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A majority of American Jews are unaffiliated with a synagogue or temple, so it was time to

try something new, Moffic said. 

A concierge style spiritual service is definitely not unique to Judaism, Moffic said. She has a

friend who is a pastor and organizes groups that often meet at pubs or coffee shops. 

It’s not really about where they worship, it’s about what they learn. 

So while the synagogue is still a staple in many Jewish communities, those who want to try

a more personalized, home-based spiritual life, CoHere may be the right fit, Moffic said. 

EDITORS NOTE: If you would like more information about CoHere and the services it

offers, email Rabbi Ari Moffic at cohererabbi@gmail.com or visit coherechicago.com


