
Spreitzer, Ringhand discuss the
proposed Great Lakes Basin rail
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XAVIER WARD
Thursday, December 1, 2016

TOWN OF BELOIT—State Sen. Janis Ringhand and state Rep.
Mark Spreitzer listened to constituents' complaints Wednesday
night at Turner High School on the proposed Great Lakes Basin
Transportation rail line, but the legislators acknowledged there
might not be anything they could do to halt its construction if the
federal Surface Transportation Board grants the company
permission to build.

Residents hailing from the town of Newark to Rockton, Illinois,
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gathered at the school, and many had one
thing in common: their opposition to the
GLBT proposal.

Spreitzer and Ringhand opened the
meeting by telling the crowd what they
know about the rail and what they don't
know.

What they know is there's still a lot of time
left in the process, said Spreitzer, who
represents the 45th Assembly district that
includes southern and western Rock
County and eastern Green County.

The Surface Transportation Board must first
draft a scope of study, then conduct an
environmental impact study, which could take
a number of years, Spreitzer said.

Whether they'll be able to do anything about
the rail line if it gets federal approval is what
the local legislators don't know.

If the proposed rail were passed, the state
Department of Transportation and the

Wisconsin Rail Commission would have a say in the construction
process but would not be able to stop it, Spreitzer said.

As of right now, there is no timeline or concrete plan, but Spreitzer
and Ringhand are working on one, they said.

Spreitzer said he plans to look into changing laws regarding
eminent domain, a measure by which the rail company could
acquire more land if their proposal passes.

“State law can be changed,” Spreitzer said.

The legislators said they will continue to gather information, to
write the Surface Transportation Board and to maintain public
awareness measures, they said.

Spreitzer and Ringhand suggested constituents should express in
writing their opposition to the proposal to the Surface
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Transportation Board as often as possible. While the public
comment period to the board is closed, it still accepts letters.

Mirjam Melin, one of the founders of the opposition group Rock
Against the Rail, emphasized this strategy.

Melin said it's important to write to the board about specifics.

If it's going to divide your farm field, potentially contaminate water
or ruin your property, tell them that, Melin said.

Telling them you just don't want it is not enough, she added.

“We are prepared to fight this legally, with your help,” Melin said
as she handed off the microphone to another attendee.

For some residents, the rail represents more than just a nuisance,
but rather a dismantling of the lives they've worked hard to build.

Joe Perkins, who owned and operated a compost business until
recently, said the proposed rail would cut directly through his land,
which is a protected wetland, and ruin all that he has worked for,
he said.

"People are scared out there,” Perkins said.

Mark Melin, co-founder of Rock Against the Rail and husband of
Mirjam, said no matter how you look at it, it's a bad deal.

“From an environmental standpoint, it'd look more like a natural
disaster,” he said.

He commented on the inappropriate use of land and eminent
domain, which the rail company could use to take land if the
company were granted access, Mark said.

“When people wake up and find out through the newspaper or a
neighbor, you get the feeling of 'How could they do this to me?'” he
said.

Alice Paul, a woman who lives slightly north of Milton nearer to
where the proposed line would originate, commented on the
danger of the rail to local farmers, a concern of many other
attendees.

She told the story of her son's friend's father who was killed by a
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train at an at-grade farm crossing.

“It could happen to any one of us,” Paul said.
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GazetteXtra.com does not condone or review every comment. Read more in our
Commenter Policy Agreement.

Keep it clean.Keep it clean. Comments that are obscene, vulgar or sexually oriented will
be removed. Creative spelling of such terms or implied use of such language is
banned, also.
Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.
Be nice.Be nice. No racism, sexism or any other sort of -ism that degrades another
person.
Harassing comments.Harassing comments. If you are the subject of a harassing comment or
personal attack by another user, do not respond in-kind. Click the "Report
Abuse" button on offensive comments.
Share what you know.Share what you know. Give us your eyewitness accounts, background,
observations and history.
Do not libel anyone.Do not libel anyone. Libel is writing something false about someone that
damages that person's reputation.
Ask questions.Ask questions. What more do you want to know about the story?
Stay focused.Stay focused. Keep on the story's topic.
Help us get it right.Help us get it right. If you spot a factual error or misspelling, email
newsroom@gazettextra.com or call 1-800-362-6712.
Remember, this is our site.Remember, this is our site. We set the rules, and we reserve the right to
remove any comments that we deem inappropriate.

PLEASE CHOOSE A NICKNAME BEFORE COMMENTING
 An address of where to write would have been a helpful addition to this article,

and/or contact numbersfor the folks heading up the resistance movement.
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