
Rock Against the Rail founders
stand firm in their opposition to
rail line
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CLINTON—A jet-lag-
driven sleepless
night prompted Mirjam
Melin to learn about Great
Lakes Basin
Transportation's proposed
rail line through Rock
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ANGELA MAJOR
Mirjam and Mark Melin founded Rock Against
the Rail, an opposition group that is speaking
out against a rail line proposed by Great
Lakes Basin that would run through Rock
County.
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County.

She and her husband, Mark
Melin, had just returned
from Tasmania. Mirjam
was unable to sleep and

began to browse the internet, where she found
an article on the rail line. It caught her
attention, and she began researching.

Great Lakes Basin wants to build the rail line to
move freight more quickly around metropolitan
Chicago to Indiana. Mirjam learned the
proposed line would start near Milton and run
a half-mile from their property line.

The couple decided to knock on their
neighbors' doors to let them know. They had
not been notified, so they figured their
neighbors didn't know about it, either, Mark
said.

Later, they decided to gather a few neighbors to
talk about it. Twenty-five people were
invited. Seventy-five showed up.

Since then, Great Lakes Basin has changed
its preferred route, and the line no longer
comes close to the Melins' property. Yet
they remain determined to fight it. 

Rock Against the Rail, the opposition group
founded by the Melins, started as a way to
inform neighbors about the project and get the
word out to the public. It has transformed into
a strong, grassroots group with countywide
support.

Every affected town in southern Wisconsin has
passed a resolution against the proposal, Mark
said—most recently the town of Beloit. While
those opposition resolutions are important,
they are not legally binding, he added.

Galleries

Latest News

Tim Cullen weighs run for Wisconsin
governor
Thursday, March 9, 2017Thursday, March 9, 2017
Elkhorn man pleads guilty to making,
delivering meth
Thursday, March 9, 2017Thursday, March 9, 2017
Woman accused of stealing from letters at
Beloit post office
Thursday, March 9, 2017Thursday, March 9, 2017
Health care overhaul scores early triumph
despite opposition
Thursday, March 9, 2017Thursday, March 9, 2017
Public Record for March 9, 2017
Wednesday, March 8, 2017Wednesday, March 8,
2017

 CEO Bea is Mercy's $8 million man
Wednesday, March 8, 2017Wednesday, March 8,
2017

Latest Columns

The Get Down: Australian invasion, two
Aussie bands to look out for
Wednesday, March 8, 2017Wednesday, March 8,
2017

http://www.gazettextra.com/staff/4074
http://www.gazettextra.com/20161215/proposed_rail_line_through_rock_county_put_on_pause
http://www.gazettextra.com/20161215/agency_delays_review_of_proposed_rail_line_for_rock_county
http://www.gazettextra.com/20161017/beloit_town_board_signs_resolution_against_proposed_rail_line
http://www.gazettextra.com/20161011/beloit_town_board_unanimously_opposes_rail_line
http://www.gazettextra.com/20160927/town_of_beloit_residents_speak_against_proposed_rail_line
http://www.gazettextra.com/20160923/great_lakes_basin_transportation_amends_route_to_cut_through_western_rock_county
http://www.gazettextra.com/20160912/rail_company_must_submit_alternative_routes_by_sept_20
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=JG&Date=20170303&Category=MULTIMEDIA02&ArtNo=303009999&Ref=PH&template=gallery
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=JG&Date=20170302&Category=MULTIMEDIA02&ArtNo=302009999&Ref=PH&template=gallery
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=JG&Date=20170225&Category=MULTIMEDIA02&ArtNo=225009999&Ref=PH&template=gallery
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=JG&Date=20170218&Category=MULTIMEDIA02&ArtNo=218009999&Ref=PH&template=gallery
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=JG&Date=20170204&Category=MULTIMEDIA02&ArtNo=204009999&Ref=PH&template=gallery
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=JG&Date=20170203&Category=MULTIMEDIA02&ArtNo=203009999&Ref=PH&template=gallery
http://www.gazettextra.com/send_us_your_news_tip
http://www.gazettextra.com/galleries
http://www.gazettextra.com/latestnews
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/tim_cullen_weighs_run_for_wisconsin_governor
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/elkhorn_man_pleads_guilty_to_making_delivering_meth
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/woman_accused_of_stealing_from_letters_at_beloit_post_office
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/health_care_overhaul_scores_early_triumph_despite_opposition
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/public_record_for_march_9_2017
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/ceo_bea_is_mercys_8_million_man
http://www.gazettextra.com/columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/the_get_down_australian_invasion_two_aussie_bands_to_look_out_for


In the end, the federal Surface Transportation Board will decide
the project's fate, so making sure Rock County's congressional
representatives know about it is critical, Mark said.

So far, the group has not heard anything substantial from those
lawmakers.

State Rep. Amy Loudenbeck, the Republican representing the 31st
Assembly District, is the only state representative to pen a letter of
support for the group, Mirjam said.

Mark believes Wisconsin's congressional delegation needs to take a
stand on the issue to get the attention of the Surface
Transportation Board. 

For now, Rock Against the Rail will continue informing people and
organizing opposition. It's amazing and frightening how many
people have not heard about the project, Mirjam said.

“Even after a month after the news had been out, there were a lot
of people who didn't know about it,” she said.

Most seemed to be landowners.

Under National Environmental Protection Act guidelines, the
Surface Transportation Board is supposed to notify all affected
parties about such projects, Mark said, but landowners apparently
didn't qualify.

Libraries, schools and some municipalities were notified, he said.

That caused some panic among the affected property
owners, Mirjam said.

“How can you have an effective environmental study if the people
who are most affected, the landowners, don't even know about
it?” Mark asked.

If the rail company did get approved to build the line, any land in
the way would not be safe. Property owners who refused to sell
could have their properties taken via eminent domain, Mirjam
said.

“You go to college. You work hard. You save up, and you buy your
dream house. Then it's just taken away from you,” Mark said. “I
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can't think of any landowners who are in favor.”

For the Melins, it's an ethical issue. They're concerned not just
about the value of the land, but also about the environment and the
safety of local residents.

Great Lakes Basin founder Frank Patton has said trains could haul
coal, oil and other such freight. If one of them crashes and spills its
load, the problem won't be simple to clean up, Mark said.

Contamination of Rock County's land could have a lasting effect,
Mirjam said, citing worries about drinking water, local natural
resources and wildlife.

She also has concerns about the company's short history. Great
Lakes Basin is brand-new—it was founded in 2011—and hasn't
built anything before, so there's no way to research it, she said.
People see only what the company gives them, she said.

“This company, as far as we know, hasn't built a chicken shed. Now
they want to build the biggest rail project in over 100 years,”
Mirjam said.

Rock Against the Rail is currently fighting for another comment
period on the rail line's new route with the group's Chicago
attorney, Tom McFarland.

The group simply wants the voices of those affected by the
proposal to be heard, Mirjam said.

Rock Against the Rail advocates for a no-build, no-action option.

If the Surface Transportation Board looks at what the people are
saying, the decision is a "no-brainer," Mark said.

“Last time I looked at our government, it was 'we the people' not
'we the corporation,'” he said.
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 BLTG.... NIMBY means "not in my back yard". In this case it is the absolute

truth as the rail wants to cut right through these people's land and in THEIR back
yard. It is THEIR back yard, not yours. This is still America and they are still free to
protect their land and their livelihood. I bet you are a person that has a little yard
and you are jealous that these people have more land tan you. Where do you think
your food comes from?

By buyusa at 10:02 am Friday, November 4, 2016 | Report Abuse

 I bet they are so proud of themselves, they have no idea what made this
country great. During WW II they helped win the war. I saw what they did. Believe
me we may need them again soon the way things are going inthis country.

By Oldvet at 6:59 am Tuesday, November 1, 2016 | Report Abuse

 buyusa, right now, those same toxic chemicals are being hauled via truck on
our highways, with more likely accidents, and more life threatening consequences.

By philosophyofliberty at 2:42 pm Monday, October 31, 2016 | Report Abuse

 The sad truth is, whatever the project - big or small - there will always be a
cranky NIMBY minority who will organize to oppose it. Their reasons are always
moving, from wrecking critter habitat, to misplaced fear of groundwater
contamination, from the ever popular property values dropping, to the creation of
unknown boogiemen. Doesn't matter if the projects are publicly funded like
schools or a privately funded Walmart - a NIMBY group will rise to oppose it. Every
question and concern could be addressed, could be remediated and STILL a NIMBY
club will oppose it. It is precisely why the interests who support projects (such as
the Class 1 RRs) remain quiet - nothing short of buying-off their opposition will
suffice. We don't build anything anymore, which is why the BUYUSA monicker is so
funny.

By Long_Time_Gone at 12:56 pm Monday, October 31, 2016 | Report Abuse

 No, we are NOT in dire need of railroads as the rail companies declined further
interest in GLB in 2014. Will this 200ft easement be used as a major path for toxic
chemicals? They are not saying what will be put on this private artery through our
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back yards. No one knows for sure WHERE the final location would be as the
planning of this is still quite fluid.

By buyusa at 9:13 am Monday, October 31, 2016 | Report Abuse

 Railroads built this country, we are in dire need of railroads. How close to your
property will this effect you.?

By Oldvet at 8:49 am Monday, October 31, 2016 | Report Abuse

 The Melin's provided the much needed spark that the local residents needed.
Their leadership has been nothing short of stellar. Never under estimate the
strength of a small community who's livlihood is under attack.

By Mr Glock 19 SK at 4:51 am Monday, October 31, 2016 | Report Abuse

Site map

http://www.gazettextra.com/News
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Local
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/State
http://www.gazettextra.com/section/weather
http://www.gazettextra.com/lottery
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Crime
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Nation_World
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/TodayInHistory
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/multimedia/special_sections
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Photos
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/PublicRecord
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Preps
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Local
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/AutoRacing
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Baseball
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Basketball
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/College
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Football
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Golf
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Hockey
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Photos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/Letters
http://www.gazettextra.com/letterstotheeditor
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/OurViews
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/OtherViews
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/SoundOff
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/PoliticalCartoons
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Kicks
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Travel
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Health
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Home
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Money
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Relationships
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Music
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Food
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnists
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnistindex
http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos
http://www.gazettextra.com/localvideos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos/Shows
http://www.gazettextra.com/traffic_cameras
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Obituaries
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Births
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Couples
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/DeathNotices
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Briefs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/NamesInTheNews
http://www.gazettextra.com/section/events
http://www.gazettextra.com/forms
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Subscribe
https://iservices.gazettextra.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/login.html
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/E-Edition
http://gazettextra.mycapture.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/AboutUs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/ContactUs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Advertisers
http://www.gazettextra.com/assets/pdf/JG853084.PDF
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/FAQ
http://www.gazettextra.com/Marketplace
http://www.gazettextrahomes.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/classifieds
http://www.gazettextrajobs.com/
mailto:gazextra@gazettextra.com?subject=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse%20-%2055228&body=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse.%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20ID:%2055228%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20Post%20Date:%20October%2031,%202016%20%0A%0A%20Nickname:%20buyusa%20%0A%0A%20Comment:%20%20No,%20we%20are%20NOT%20in%20dire%20need%20of%20railroads%20as%20the%20rail%20companies%20declined%20further%20interest%20in%20GLB%20in%202014.%20Will%20this%20200ft%20easement%20be%20used%20as%20a%20major%20path%20for%20toxic%20chemicals?%20They%20are%20not%20saying%20what%20will%20be%20put%20on%20this%20private%20artery%20through%20our%20back%20yards.%20No%20one%20knows%20for%20sure%20WHERE%20the%20final%20location%20would%20be%20as%20the%20planning%20of%20this%20is%20still%20quite%20fluid.%20%0A%0A%20Article%20URL:%20http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20161031/ARTICLES/161029716%2355228
mailto:gazextra@gazettextra.com?subject=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse%20-%2055226&body=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse.%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20ID:%2055226%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20Post%20Date:%20October%2031,%202016%20%0A%0A%20Nickname:%20Oldvet%20%0A%0A%20Comment:%20%20Railroads%20built%20this%20country,%20we%20are%20in%20dire%20need%20of%20railroads.%20How%20close%20to%20your%20property%20will%20this%20effect%20you.?%20%0A%0A%20Article%20URL:%20http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20161031/ARTICLES/161029716%2355226
mailto:gazextra@gazettextra.com?subject=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse%20-%2055214&body=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse.%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20ID:%2055214%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20Post%20Date:%20October%2031,%202016%20%0A%0A%20Nickname:%20Mr%20Glock%2019%20SK%20%0A%0A%20Comment:%20%20The%20Melin's%20provided%20the%20much%20needed%20spark%20that%20the%20local%20residents%20needed.%20%20Their%20leadership%20has%20been%20nothing%20short%20of%20stellar.%20%20Never%20under%20estimate%20the%20strength%20of%20a%20small%20community%20who's%20livlihood%20is%20under%20attack.%20%0A%0A%20Article%20URL:%20http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20161031/ARTICLES/161029716%2355214


Privacy Policy
Legal Notices
Terms &
Conditions
Tearsheets
Reader Rewards
Retail Locations

© 2017 GazetteXtra, a division of Bliss Communications, Inc.

http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/PrivacyPolicy
http://wna.eclipping.org/ee/nmum/public/freesearchtest/search/index/psetup/witjg
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Terms
http://www.gazettextra.com/tearsheets
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Rewards
http://www.gazettextra.com/RetailLocations

