
New town of Beloit Police Chief
Ron Northrop looks to build ties,
strengthen community
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XAVIER WARD
Thursday, December 15, 2016

TOWN OF BELOIT—Police
officers are more than a
gun and badge, and that's
what Ron Northrop said he
wants everyone to know.

Northrop was selected in
early November to succeed
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ANGELA MAJOR
Ron Northrop briefs an officer at the start of
his shift Thursday at the Town of Beloit
Police Department headquarters. Northrop
will be sworn is as the town's new police chief
Monday, Dec. 26.

Steve Kopp as town of
Beloit police chief. He was
chosen over the other
internal candidate, Laura
Palmer.

He signed a five year
contract but may stay longer, he said. Northrop will be sworn in
Monday, Dec. 26.

If you had told him when he was 20 years old that he'd be police
chief of the town of Beloit, he would have told you that you were
crazy, he said.

He wasn't planning on applying for the chief position, but Kopp's
leadership inspired him, he said.

He wants the department to be an active part of the community,
and he's drafting a strategic plan for his officers, he said.

“At this point, it's more or less a building process,” Northrop said.

Kopp cultivated a great department, now Northrop wants to build
on that, he said.

Unlike some officers, Northrop did not have a lifelong dream of
becoming a police officer. He actually wanted to be an art teacher,
he said.

He studied at the American Academy of the Arts in Chicago and
then transferred to UW-Whitewater. He didn't end up finishing but
went on to work for Bergner's Shoes in Beloit, Northrop said.

He got an offer to work for Freeman Shoes in Skokie Illinois, but
he had also put in an application at the police academy for the city
of Beloit, Northrop said.

He was offered a managerial position with Freeman Shoes and was
accepted to the police academy on the same day, he said.

He asked his wife if she wanted to move to Skokie or stay home.

“I don't want you to be a police officer, but I don't want to move,”
he remembered her saying.
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As an officer with the city of Beloit, he held several positions, he
said.

Northrop said he's seen more than his share of violence and death,
but police work has left him with happy memories, too, he said.

He once responded to a call where a woman was apprehensive
about talking to him because of the image police officers have
nowadays, he said.

After talking with the woman, they exchanged a hug and went on
their separate ways. She told him to come back some time for tea
or coffee, he said.

“I think the thing that needs to happen is true conversation,"
Northrop said.

Northrop said he's had more success with alternative tactics as
opposed to use of force or simply arresting people.

While patrolling the Merrill Neighborhood in Beloit, a few young
men who lived in the neighborhood made a lewd gesture at him.
He stopped, introduced himself and asked if he could help them
with anything.

He ended up getting to know them pretty well, he said.

A few years later, he was responding to a large disturbance, and the
crowd began to turn on him, he said.

He was afraid for his own safety, he said, but the same guys from
the Merrill Neighborhood surrounded and protected him.

“I learned a long time ago you treat people with respect,” Northrop
said.
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