
Mark Pocan addresses concerns,
looks for solutions in town hall
meeting
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XAVIER WARD
Sunday, January 15, 2017

JANESVILLE –While many
were home enjoying their
morning coffee, a group of
more than 40 people
packed a small classroom
Saturday at Blackhawk
Technical College to hear
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ANTHONY WAHL
Rep. Mark Pocan listens to Dr. Jeff Huebner
speak during a discussion hosted by Pocan's
office on the Affordable Care Act at
Blackhawk Technical College on Saturday,
Jan. 14. The discussion featured stories from
individuals directly impacted by the
Affordable Care Act, a question and answer
segment and was also hosted live on
Facebook for others to join in with their
questions.

what the future of health
care might look like.

Those attending chatted
nervously while waiting for
Congressman Mark Pocan,
D-Wisconsin, to arrive.
Pocan had called the
meeting, which was
streamed live on Facebook,
to address concerns

regarding Republican measures to repeal the Affordable Care Act,
otherwise known as Obamacare.

Peppered with questions from the crowd and through Facebook
comments, one word remained constant in Pocan's answers:
uncertainty.

Pocan admitted the Affordable Care Act is by no means perfect, but
he noted Republicans have not yet revealed their plans for an
alternative. So far, they've only talked about repealing the ACA,
Pocan said.

“If they're going to do this, there needs to be a replacement,” he
said.

Pocan cited Wisconsin-specific numbers that show 431,000 state
residents would be without health care if it weren't for the
Affordable Care Act. Nationwide that number is roughly 20
million, when including children covered by their parents'
insurance, that number balloons to about 30 million, he said.

Pocan said he doesn't think health care should be a partisan issue.
Regardless of a person's political affiliation, health care should be a
right, he said.

“If they (Republicans) want to replace it, let's do that together,”
Pocan said.

Many in the crowd and those watching online wanted to know
what will happen if the ACA is repealed. Pocan said the process will
take time, and he said users will be insured until at least the
beginning of 2018.
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In answering another question, Pocan pointed out that all 535
members of Congress are required to use Obamacare.

Pocan also said the decision to repeal the ACA could be political
posturing, as President-elect Donald Trump promised to get rid of
it within his first 100 days in office.

“I don't think the Republicans, to be fair, know where they're going
(with this),” Pocan said, adding that it's important to remember
that there are real ramifications to this decision.

“This really affects all of us,” said Jeff Huebner, a doctor from
Madison and guest speaker for Saturday's event.

Huebner shared a personal story about a patient he recently
treated for a mental health episode. Huebner said the patient only
was able to get the care she needed because of the Affordable Care
Act.

“If we go back to before the Affordable Care Act, think about what
could have happened in that situation,” he said.

Pocan also had invited two other speakers: Alyssa Watts and Ingrid
Hoerz.

Watts is a graduate student at UW-Madison. She uses the ACA for
health coverage because she is a full-time student limited to
working part-time jobs, she said.

Hoerz is the mother of two special needs children, one of whom
relies on the Affordable Care Act for medication. Without it, she
said, he could not be a functioning member of society.

To make an impact, Pocan said it's important for people to call or
write their representatives and to get involved with grassroots
efforts to fight the repeal.

“If we don't get calls from people, we don't know where our
constituents stand,” he said.

Pocan said he hopes to host events similar to the one Saturday
each month in other locations across Wisconsin.
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GazetteXtra.com does not condone or review every comment. Read more in our
Commenter Policy Agreement.

Keep it clean.Keep it clean. Comments that are obscene, vulgar or sexually oriented will
be removed. Creative spelling of such terms or implied use of such language is
banned, also.
Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.
Be nice.Be nice. No racism, sexism or any other sort of -ism that degrades another
person.
Harassing comments.Harassing comments. If you are the subject of a harassing comment or
personal attack by another user, do not respond in-kind. Click the "Report
Abuse" button on offensive comments.
Share what you know.Share what you know. Give us your eyewitness accounts, background,
observations and history.
Do not libel anyone.Do not libel anyone. Libel is writing something false about someone that
damages that person's reputation.
Ask questions.Ask questions. What more do you want to know about the story?
Stay focused.Stay focused. Keep on the story's topic.
Help us get it right.Help us get it right. If you spot a factual error or misspelling, email
newsroom@gazettextra.com or call 1-800-362-6712.
Remember, this is our site.Remember, this is our site. We set the rules, and we reserve the right to
remove any comments that we deem inappropriate.

PLEASE CHOOSE A NICKNAME BEFORE COMMENTING
 Hands on Wisconsin: Rep. Mark Pocan skips the inauguration

http://host.madison.com/wsj/opinion/cartoon/hands-on-wisconsin-rep-mark-
pocan-skips-the-inauguration/article_dbeda4eb-e423-5d46-a4c9-
916235c333d4.html?
utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=user-share

By wislady at 4:30 pm Saturday, January 21, 2017 | Report Abuse

 WORD FOR THE DAY

In a world so torn apart by rivalry, anger, and hatred, we have the privileged
vocation to be living signs of a love that can bridge all divisions and heal all
wounds.

Henri Nouwen

By Solo_Voce at 7:14 am Thursday, January 19, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Of course you're right Frank, it becomes more obvious all the time. I just don't
understand wasting the opportunity to discuss ideas and viewpoints in a civil
manner with people who are not close associates. It could be interesting and even
informative, but most people reject "stuff" if it's forced down their throat as
opposed to the friendly exchange of information or opinions.

By AReader2 at 11:27 am Wednesday, January 18, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Pocan and other democrats are running around, pretending to offer 'solutions'.
Obama is doing the same thing as he goes out the door of the WH. 

potluck
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Even some democrats oppose the commutation of Manning, a serious crime was
committed. This person is another 'political celebrity' for the liberals. Perhaps
Obama should consider Petraeus, or the Navy person (who is spending a year in jail
for taking some photos while he worked on a submarine), when he is handing out
pardons. 

All the posturing by democrats, is simply cover up for what Obama is doing as he
ends his reign of terror on America.

By wislady at 8:22 am Wednesday, January 18, 2017 | Report Abuse

 AReader2. If you want to share ideas and have pleasant conversations, you
might consider your favorite coffee or breakfast spot. 

The nature of this site is confrontational. Right or wrong, that's just the way it is.
No one has ever had their political opinion changed by another's comment. 

When you have someone, who others follow and defend, who is open about
provoking others then laughing when they get upset, the chances for rational
discussion become more rare everyday. 

Facts are subjective, unless of course, they are mine, yours, or someone else's. 

One man's opinion.

By Frank Drew at 9:04 pm Tuesday, January 17, 2017 | Report Abuse

 I look forward to the Republicans doing whatever they can to improve the ACA,
as there certainly is room for improvement. I just hope they don't simply do away
with it, which I think that was the original intent, but they're now realizing that will
create chaos and wreak havoc on millions of citizens, and the backlash would be
tremendous. While I don't understand all the details of it, I think getting the
insurance companies to play fairly is a big part of it. They've had their way for a
long, long time and I don't think they like the interference. 

AReader2, thanks for the encouragement. It's easy to use this forum as simply a
venting arena, and come on strong without fear of real repercussion, rather than
engaging with others and actually listening to other opinions. We're often way too
angry and quick to denigrate. Not much in life is strictly black or white, there are a
lot of gray areas.

By Solo_Voce at 4:49 pm Tuesday, January 17, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Solo- I have asked Wislady similar civil questions in the past (your 5:11PM
Monday) just wanting to share ideas or conversation about this whole contentious
mess. I never, ever receive a response to a civil question (from her). It's as if her
purpose here isn't to share, it's to "instruct", belittle and denigrate and to demand
that her views and beliefs become everyone's, be it a local matter or national. Her
links, quotes and "hearsay" are valid. Yours, if different, are laughable and invalid.
There are others here that are similar, but don't ignore your request for
conversation, even if their exchanges are "salty". And others who's exchanges are
realistic because they know that it's not all 100%/0% even if their vote was
different from yours.

By AReader2 at 12:58 pm Tuesday, January 17, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Solo_Voce - Poor wording on my part. My point was that your story doesn't tell
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the whole story since others have had a somewhat opposite result. I do not
begrudge your success with the ACA program. We have to follow laws that cost us
money to comply and by the same token we should follow laws that financially
benefit us. To do otherwise is to throw yourself on the sword of idealism.
I agree that the ACA is not a complete failure, but tweaking is in order and despite
the current bluster, the Republicans will do more tweaking than replacing.

By Nick Danger at 8:17 am Tuesday, January 17, 2017 | Report Abuse

 wislady, I cited Putin burying us because of his long track record of aggression
and evil, no rumors, just facts, it had nothing to do with any recent news, fake or
otherwise, but you jumped to that defense on his behalf. Hence...support. 

To use your words, "In case you haven't noticed", it's not a game where one side
wins and one loses and you get to crow about "winning" because your team scored
more points. As long as the politicians on both sides continue to posture and
sabotage each other, we are all losing. 

And just because people continuously repeat and parrot negative non-facts about
what has worked and what hasn't, it doesn't make it so. 

Can I ask you a simple question? Do you honestly feel that anyone and everyone
who affiliates themselves with a certain political party is totally and completely a
loser and enemy of yours?

By Solo_Voce at 5:11 pm Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Nick, your comment is puzzling, as the ACA didn't "anecdotally" help me, it
actually did. But I'm willing to believe it hasn't worked that way for everyone.That
doesn't make it a complete failure. BTW, I still pay thousands of dollars in property
and income taxes. I'd say that qualifies as earning my own credits for ACA health
insurance without the help of your acquaintances or anyone else, so spare me the
insinuation that I'm not paying my way or earning my own credits.

There are many factors involved in getting coverage through the ACA and reasons
why some people may be paying more for less. The devil is always in the
details.Perhaps some were fortunate enough to have a plan through work or some
other program that relieved them of paying for it all. As a self-employed small
business owner, I had to completely provide my own coverage, no help from
anyone. Big Insurance had me by the acorns and before ACA I had no evidence any
politician gave a damn.

By Solo_Voce at 4:54 pm Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Our President-elect has promised to replace the ACA with a universal health
care plan, with substantially better coverage, lower deductibles, and reasonable
premiums. Hold off on the complaints until the public actually sees the Republican
proposal. With six years in the planning, the replacement should be spectacular
enough to knock our socks off.

By wwobserver at 2:35 pm Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 CNN lists 25 Democrats that will not be attending the inauguration of Donald
Trump. 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/14/politics/democrats-boycotting-donald-trump-
inauguration/index.html 
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They are joining the chorus that President-Elect Donald Trump is not a legitimate
President. They base their protests on the idea that in some unknown or unspoken
way the Russians caused Donald Trump to be elected. There is no official report
that can be cited that states this so basically they are acting on opinion. 
What is official is that Donald Trump was elected by winning the Electoral College
vote as CLEARLY STATED IN THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.
This makes him the legitimate President of the United States as of January 20,
2017.

Solo_Voce. While anecdotally the ACA helped you, I can present two actual cases
where people are getting substantially less health care than they had at a
substantially higher price than before the ACA. (maybe they are helping pay for
your discounts?)

By Nick Danger at 12:00 pm Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Solo_Voce

When did I 'support' Putin, and why do you believe you know what others 'think'?
You seem to be in the group who have 'perpetuated ridiculous, tired old rumors'. 

In case you didn't notice, the democrats lost. They tried to run campaigns on the
same old lies and rhetoric that used to work for them. Over the last 6 years, it
hasn't worked, but they still do not understand what went wrong.

Failed Obama presidency, and a faulty democratic candidate are why democrats
lost. Failure of the CIA and FBI to address the hacking of the DNC, yet they try to
blame others.

By wislady at 10:25 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Rep. Pocan actually talks to his constituents; more importantly, he listens. And
he doesn't have to make quick, unplanned exits out a side door when people start
disagreeing--as we saw Colorado Republican Rep. Mike Coffman do recently.
Coffman chose to run, when R's in the room were TRYING to tell him they did NOT
want the ACA repealed. But, as I said earlier, by and large, R's don't give a crap
about YOU.

By Professor at 10:00 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 wislady, it is obvious, I think, that Putin is an evil person with evil intent in this
world. I don't need fake news to know that. Why would you support him? 

You have often cited "news" from Twitter, Facebook and other non-news sources,
you have perpetuated ridiculous, tired old rumors, time and time again, hence the
equation of you with the woman characterized in the cartoon. Still, I shouldn't have
given in to the temptation to post that. My apologies.

By Solo_Voce at 9:51 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Amen, Prof. These individuals did as you say. It's obvious where their focus
was, not in positive contribution, but simply to destroy tear down. 

There's an article about HIRSP in today's paper. I had to enroll in that after losing
my group health insurance and then being discriminated against by big insurance
for individual coverage, for little or no reason, my general health was good, but still
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got hit with high premiums, riders, denial of coverage. HIRSP was my only option
and I paid over $500 monthly for a middle of the road plan. I sometimes had to dip
into the line of credit to pay the premiums. When the ACA came in, I had to switch
from HIRSP, and guess what, I KEPT MY SAME DOCTORS!!! With the tax breaks, I
was finally able to get good coverage at an affordable cost, and without being
raked over the coals with endless applications demanding every detail of my health
history from the past 20 years. I work, I pay taxes, just like millions in the ACA. It
has helped.

By Solo_Voce at 9:33 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 IF the ACA--originally proposed by the R's years ago--is a "failure", then it's
because of McConnel and Ryan agreeing to oppose anything the black guy in the
Oval Office supported. That's on the record. As with any other massive legislation,
once it gets off the ground, it would eventually need 'tweaking'. Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid are well known examples. Here's the difference: When W.
proposed Medicare Part D, the D's fought hard against it--and lost. But once it
became law, the D's HELPED to tweak it to fix the problems in it. McConnel and
Ryan and the R's--whose loyalty is to party and NOT people, obstructed every
attempt to fix what EVERYONE agreed needed fixing to make the ACA better. So, if
the ACA failed, blame the R's. They just don't give a crap about YOU.

By Professor at 8:58 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 wwobserver

'well written' does not necessary equate with being factual.

By wislady at 8:37 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Solo_Voce

Still talking about the Putin 'fake news', along with the rest of your 'co-exist'
friends?

You are the epitome of 'bias, hateful opinions, and false information'.

"Hey, wislady is in today's Non Sequitur comic! ;-)"

Carry on.

By wislady at 8:35 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Solo_Voce at 8:16 am 

Very well written!

By wwobserver at 8:28 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Yes, wislady, "attitude". You exude bias, hateful opinions and false information
daily on this site and probably others, as well. You can't wait to make snipes and
digs on most every political article, often the first to comment. You lump everyone
into one big ugly category and you have at it, you demonize the entire group with
no thought for individual people and lives. Is that really what it takes to make you
feel happy or important? How sad. You and everyone like you contribute daily to
the chasm that is widening in this great country of ours. Dig away, my friend. One
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day the hole just may be big enough to bury us all in. Just not sure who will be left
to throw in the dirt over the top of us. Maybe our friend Putin and his followers, eh?

By Solo_Voce at 8:16 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Pocan is joining other democrats/celebrities who are not attending the
inauguration of Donald Trump/Mike Pence. He based his decision on the fake 'dirty
dossier'. Where was Pocan when the Clintons worked with Ukraine to try and sink
the Trump campaign? Or when the DNC worked to eliminate Bernie? Pocan says he
will attend the Madison 'Women's March instead. I wonder if he is going to wear a
'kitty' hat also.

The celebrity crowd and petulant democrats are better off not attending, rather
than make a mockery of the 'peaceful transition of power from one president to
another'. There will be many patriotic songs and military performances, which
democrats seem to find offensive anyway.

The ceremony will be much more dignified without them protesting or sitting on
the floor holding a 'sit-in'. Shame on democrats, again.

By wislady at 7:27 am Monday, January 16, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Something different, Solo_Voce? The meaning of the comic is clear, as is your
insinuation.

By Bill Schuldt at 7:56 pm Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 NU
'It's probably not her memory that's a problem, it's the attitude. Why wouldn't the
Democrats want to work together on a replacement? After all, they are the party
that actually accomplished something productive in the first place'

Yes, democrats/Obama do OWN the failed obamacare plan. If someone disagrees
with you, then you assume it is an 'attitude'. 

So now, the democrats are all banding together to waste time to try to prevent the
repeal/replacement of Obamacare. Pocan is holding townhalls, (as are Baldwin and
Moore), trying to convince people to protest and contact their representatives.
Baldwin might think about the 2018 elections, and would probably serve herself
better to actually work with the majority party for the good of all Americans.

By wislady at 6:40 pm Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Bill, you misinterpret my comments. The incidents I cited are accurate. I also
acknowledge there is game playing and stalling on both sides of the fence on
issues, something I have stated many, many times in this forum. I don't align
myself with any party and so am able to make individual decisions and evaluations
without the blindfold of strict partisan allegiance. And just for the record, I didn't
assert that wislady's comment was a non sequitur, as you say I did. I said
something completely different.

By Solo_Voce at 5:18 pm Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 “If we don't get calls from people, we don't know where our constituents
stand” 
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Pocan is not attempting to help people deal with the changes in their health care
plans, he is merely trying to incite opposition to anything the republicans come up
with. Obamacare will be repealed, Pocan should start talking with republicans if he
wants to be part of the plan, but he sounds more like he is trying to continue to
same liberal tactics that has become well known in Wisconsin politics. If you don't
like what the current administration does, just protest.

The Obama WH (and the democrats) are clearly out of touch. It was proven soundly
by the results of this last election.

Trump/Pence ran their campaign on the promise of repealing and replacing
Obamacare. The problem is, that democrats refuse to accept the failure of the
Obama administration.

By wislady at 5:05 pm Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Come on, NewUser. You know very well that the partisan abyss that the
country has fallen into was created on both sides of the isle. Sanctimonious
comments like yours only inflame the situation. Wislady's skepticism is
understandable, if unfortunate since it has the same effect as your sanctimony. 

Hopefully, Rep. Pocan is serious and that his desire to help is seriously received.
Unfortunately, the partisan skepticism and sanctimony on both sides may
undercut any serious bi-partisanship. Let's hope it doesn't. 

By the way, Solo_Voce's comment in its totality is every bit the non sequitur that
he asserts Wislady's is. Blaming just the Republicans for the out of control
partisanship is, well, a non sequitur.

By Bill Schuldt at 1:23 pm Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Hey, wislady is in today's Non Sequitur comic! ;-)

By Solo_Voce at 9:08 am Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 It's probably not her memory that's a problem, it's the attitude. Why wouldn't
the Democrats want to work together on a replacement? After all, they are the
party that actually accomplished something productive in the first place. I'm sure
they are anxious, as are millions of affordably insured citizens, as to what, if
anything, is actually going to be put in place to replace the ACA. 

NewUser, you are correct, if only the Republicans would have channeled that
energy into something productive. In fact, I find it mind-boggling that in all these
years they apparently didn't do one iota of work on a replacement plan. Could that
be because they had no real intentions of actually providing one?

By Solo_Voce at 7:51 am Sunday, January 15, 2017 | Report Abuse

 Democrats have always invited republicans to work together.
wislady has a short and/or selective memory.
Eight years ago, the republicans banded together with one purpose in mind.....
to oppose and defeat everything President Obama proposed.
Didn't matter if it benefited the citizens...if Obama proposes it...we oppose it. 
Get off your high horse.

By NewUser at 11:05 pm Saturday, January 14, 2017 | Report Abuse
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 'If they (Republicans) want to replace it, let's do that together'

Now, a democrat wants to work with republicans? What a difference!

By wislady at 6:00 pm Saturday, January 14, 2017 | Report Abuse
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