
Homelessness has a different face
in Walworth County
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DELAVAN--Spirit of Hope
Homeless Shelter was
Kyle's last resort.

The Waukesha man said he
nowhere else to go.

“When the money ran out, I
was panicking and looking
around trying to see what
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1 of 4 my options were, and I
came across the Walworth

County shelter,” Kyle said.

He spoke to The Gazette with the condition that his full name not
be published.

Spirit of Hope is the only mens shelter in Walworth County.

The shelter doesn't have its own building, and it operates only from
October through April. It will be closing for the season in a few
weeks, Director Lynn Curtis said.

Kyle had been laid off from a company where he had worked for a
couple of years. He did contract work while looking for full-time
employment until his money ran out, he said.

Kyle didn't feel either of his parents would be able to help him, so
he started looking at other options, he said.

“I just felt I had nowhere else to go. I didn't even ask them,” Kyle
said.

“I took a big swallowing of pride to make the drive there,” he said.

Kyle has since gotten a job and will leave the shelter at the end of
April, but not everyone is so lucky, Curtis said.

Many shelters won't take single men, so in the summer men who
don't find jobs are left to fend for themselves.

The shelter has had 21 men who have stayed longer than 30 days
since October, Curtis said.

Out of those, 18 have gotten jobs, the highest number the shelter
has ever seen, Curtis said.

Men still at the shelter on the last day will be referred to other
shelters or given rides to destinations of their choosing, Curtis said.

“As hard as it is for us, on that last day we'll drive them to wherever
they need to go, but that's as much as we can do at this point,”
Curtis said.

“I think we're making that difference, that movement, (so) they
understand to be in the shelter they need to be moving forward,”
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Curtis said.  

The main focus is getting the men jobs and getting them out, back
onto their feet, Curtis said.

That's not always easy.

“We have one young man who took the entire time he was in the
shelter to decide that he did not want to go into the armed
services,” Curtis said.

After months of saying he would enlist in the military, he decided
not to, she said.

Curtis said there have been men who say they don't intend to get a
job, they plan to just hop from shelter to shelter. Most are in their
20s, and some even have college degrees, Curtis said.

While most homeless people want to get back on their feet, the
“chronically homeless” often refuse help, said Marc Perry, director
of community programs at Community Action.

“You're not going to see a large homeless population in downtown
Lake Geneva,” Perry said. “They're here if you know where to
look.”

The county monitors the homeless population outside of shelters
by conducting counts twice a year, Perry said.

Perry said they often search parking lots and find people sleeping
in their cars. In the warmer months, they make encampments.

Homeless people in rural places tend to be out of sight, he said. 

Some of the chronically homeless stay off the grid. Sometimes they
have criminal records, drug issues or mental health problems,
Perry said.

“We want to get them into the system, in the services, and
sometimes they'll choose not to access the services,” Perry said.

“They've learned very well to be invisible in communities like
ours."
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GazetteXtra.com does not condone or review every comment. Read more in our
Commenter Policy Agreement.

Keep it clean.Keep it clean. Comments that are obscene, vulgar or sexually oriented will
be removed. Creative spelling of such terms or implied use of such language is
banned, also.
Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.
Be nice.Be nice. No racism, sexism or any other sort of -ism that degrades another
person.
Harassing comments.Harassing comments. If you are the subject of a harassing comment or
personal attack by another user, do not respond in-kind. Click the "Report
Abuse" button on offensive comments.
Share what you know.Share what you know. Give us your eyewitness accounts, background,
observations and history.
Do not libel anyone.Do not libel anyone. Libel is writing something false about someone that
damages that person's reputation.
Ask questions.Ask questions. What more do you want to know about the story?
Stay focused.Stay focused. Keep on the story's topic.
Help us get it right.Help us get it right. If you spot a factual error or misspelling, email
newsroom@gazettextra.com or call 1-800-362-6712.
Remember, this is our site.Remember, this is our site. We set the rules, and we reserve the right to
remove any comments that we deem inappropriate.

PLEASE CHOOSE A NICKNAME BEFORE COMMENTING
 I used to criticise those who "didn't want to get a job" until I came to the

realization that a lot of "jobs" are for nothing other than making money for
massively selfish hedonists and a lot of normal folks just can't stomach that and
would rather just remain homeless.

By thisnametaken at 6:35 pm Sunday, April 9, 2017 | Report Abuse

Jorgensen denies texting about Monterey
Dam during meeting
Saturday, April 8, 2017Saturday, April 8, 2017
WATCH: Janesville residents share
concerns about at-large suspect
Saturday, April 8, 2017Saturday, April 8, 2017
Man with a plan? Janesville fugitive wrote
anti-government statement, police say
Friday, April 7, 2017Friday, April 7, 2017
UPDATE: Janesville School District cancels
school Friday as police seek suspect
Thursday, April 6, 2017Thursday, April 6, 2017

Churches are focus this weekend in
Jakubowski case
Thursday, April 13, 2017Thursday, April 13, 2017
Hunt for Jakubowski: Schools downplayed;
much remains unknown
Wednesday, April 12, 2017Wednesday, April 12,
2017
Restaurant review: Ignore exterior; OM
Indian food makes up for it
Wednesday, April 12, 2017Wednesday, April 12,
2017
Whitewater man charged after SWAT
standoff
Thursday, April 13, 2017Thursday, April 13, 2017

 Local impact of Grassland Dairy
decision remains uncertain
Wednesday, April 12, 2017Wednesday, April 12,
2017
Whitewater man charged after Friday
SWAT standoff
Wednesday, April 12, 2017Wednesday, April 12,
2017

Most read

Most commented

215 7 0 

Trending now

http://www.gazettextra.com/20170409/homelessness_has_a_different_face_in_walworth_county#commentscontainer
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?avis=JG&date=20170409&category=ARTICLES&lopenr=170409829&Ref=AR&template=printart
http://www.gazettextra.com/Content/CommentingPolicyAgreement
mailto:newsroom@gazettextra.com
http://www.gazettextra.com/section?template=userregedit&omniture=0
mailto:gazextra@gazettextra.com?subject=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse%20-%2061904&body=Notification%20of%20Commenting%20Abuse.%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20ID:%2061904%20%0A%0A%20Comment%20Post%20Date:%20April%209,%202017%20%0A%0A%20Nickname:%20thisnametaken%20%0A%0A%20Comment:%20%20I%20used%20to%20criticise%20those%20who
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssuk3bixU8WKHRm46jeA0OS7DckoMNCTvbtjyZOwQ-fmjBBZbn_0CywISnrHGGTfqrjCOyEq8U1OXLQrW5Pj7k389-gq0tZ_ncVepD5wtcLJzTFWfeESuwmZtTS4qdkSEVK6BD05OxgZaWx1UqXgNByjzBZnHxmMxrXiE_n4mVmEP7neqAwLtm0MYnuUpsTmZAay6-tjBO2P4y3qY-PQm5q2_p3P9oGXwgjm4E8IyMIyTvHxA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLJaZ85EV5WF&adurl=http://www.GazetteXtra.com/Services/Subscribe
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170409/watch_janesville_city_councilman_jens_jorgensen_denies_texting_about_monterey_dam_during_meeting
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170408/watch_janesville_residents_share_concerns_about_at_large_suspect
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170407/man_with_a_plan_janesville_fugitive_wrote_anti_government_statement_police_say
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170406/update_schools_ponder_friday_moves_as_police_seek_suspect
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170413/new_jakubowski_document_includes_talk_of_violence
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170413/hunt_for_jakubowski_schools_downplayed_much_remains_unknown
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170413/restaurant_review_ignore_exterior_om_indian_food_makes_up_for_it
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170413/whitewater_man_charged_after_swat_standoff
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170413/local_impact_of_grassland_dairy_decision_remains_uncertain
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170412/whitewater_man_charged_after_friday_swat_standoff
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170409/homelessness_has_a_different_face_in_walworth_county#
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170409/homelessness_has_a_different_face_in_walworth_county#
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170409/homelessness_has_a_different_face_in_walworth_county#


News
Local
State
Weather
Lottery Results
Crime
Nation and World
Today in History
Columns
Special Sections
Photos
Public Record

Sports
Columns
Preps
Local Sports
Auto Racing
Baseball
Basketball
College
Football
Golf
Hockey
Photos

Opinion
Columns
Letters to the
Editor
Submit a letter
Our Views
Other Views
Sound Off
Political Cartoons

Living
Kicks
Travel
Health
Home
Money
Columns
Relationships
Music
Food

Columnists
Columnist index

Videos
Local Videos
Shows
Traffic Cameras

Community
Obituaries
Births
Couples
Death Notices
Community Briefs
Names in the
News
Events
Submit Your
Celebration

Services
Subscribe
iServices
E-Edition
Photo Reprints
About Us
Contact Us
Advertisers
Newspaper in
Education
FAQ
Privacy Policy
Legal Notices
Terms &
Conditions
Tearsheets
Reader Rewards
Retail Locations

Buy and Sell
Homes
Classifieds

Jobs

Site map

© 2017 GazetteXtra, a division of Bliss Communications, Inc.

http://www.gazettextra.com/News
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Local
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/State
http://www.gazettextra.com/section/weather
http://www.gazettextra.com/lottery
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Crime
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Nation_World
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/TodayInHistory
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/multimedia/special_sections
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Photos
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/PublicRecord
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Preps
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Local
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/AutoRacing
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Baseball
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Basketball
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/College
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Football
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Golf
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Hockey
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Photos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/Letters
http://www.gazettextra.com/letterstotheeditor
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/OurViews
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/OtherViews
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/SoundOff
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/PoliticalCartoons
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Kicks
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Travel
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Health
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Home
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Money
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Relationships
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Music
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Food
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnists
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnistindex
http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos
http://www.gazettextra.com/localvideos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos/Shows
http://www.gazettextra.com/traffic_cameras
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Obituaries
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Births
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Couples
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/DeathNotices
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Briefs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/NamesInTheNews
http://www.gazettextra.com/section/events
http://www.gazettextra.com/forms
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Subscribe
https://iservices.gazettextra.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/login.html
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/E-Edition
http://gazettextra.mycapture.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/AboutUs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/ContactUs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Advertisers
http://www.gazettextra.com/assets/pdf/JG853084.PDF
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/FAQ
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/PrivacyPolicy
http://wna.eclipping.org/ee/nmum/public/freesearchtest/search/index/psetup/witjg
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Terms
http://www.gazettextra.com/tearsheets
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Rewards
http://www.gazettextra.com/RetailLocations
http://www.gazettextra.com/Marketplace
http://www.gazettextrahomes.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/classifieds
http://www.gazettextrajobs.com/

