
Great Lakes Basin requests
another extension on rail line
application
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The company proposing a contested rail line through Rock County
has asked a federal board to extend its application deadline for the
line until April 30.

Great Lakes Basin Transportation on Tuesday asked the federal
Surface Transportation Board to halt the environmental review of
its proposed rail line until the company officially files an

application, which it has

Search...  

Welcome ANN Your Profile Sign Out Walworth County Today  E-Edition

 | Friday, March 10, 2017Friday, March 10, 2017

21.2°

95 0 0 

News Sports Opinion Living Columnists Videos Community Services Buy and Sell Jobs

http://www.gazettextra.com/20170301/great_lakes_basin_requests_another_extension_on_rail_line_application#commentscontainer
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?avis=JG&date=20170301&category=ARTICLES&lopenr=170309985&Ref=AR&template=printart
http://www.gazettextra.com/staff/4277
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstqZMJ4NtPcMIhp0cdb5Duzg4NMaacnuAZSRSY-H-NdNv1LGPi_KvJZPrB-ayYVgBbklHWkNsy-5ktx-jMXv24NtACYnec1wd-Wd9CfIXajw7Su4Gs0R9rZfP7QCnhht6dqCSwRKXVnvlPoUjr5GaRgQheIR0q-AhNqPufvJFXHRj1PK6Wgx4Z50GPb0UkrHcrzBH9bIpWFQmWqUxajiBqC4sCPl1BTPvJDQ2G58wuhqtWQCbdva5E&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHRhB2nJD8NE&adurl=https://www.marling.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvAhek09rchapjr7Jq3iFGtR_EVy2OZvFldtcbr0rKxq91oH0_5tctbaA4acuOnH3v6LrEWNBpXaiYayQ-PAFKhyzSC36PB0xBeubR1QHEXBD_75hFMf6juC2skbkE_iT5hWvkuWIw8n9tm3dykxmo3Qq0cgO6WVNeKrM43E2e8dHoa1nNcWjqm6R21Y5674gxZwndtJORb-Vg82gZ547A5yTmBKZHyNBGQAO5i5tgCULZ4yiI3sJ8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBruA-5LjLrl&adurl=https://www.marling.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=userregedit&omniture=0
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170301/great_lakes_basin_requests_another_extension_on_rail_line_application#
http://www.walworthcountytoday.com/
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/JanesvilleGazette/Default.aspx
http://www.gazettextra.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/follow_us
http://www.gazettextra.com/News
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnists
http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services
http://www.gazettextra.com/Marketplace
http://www.gazettextrajobs.com/


Great Lakes Basin's original route, labeled
No. 1, was proposed in 2015. It started in
Milton, passed through Janesville and turned
south at Brodhead on its way to Chicago and
ultimately Indiana. The second route,
proposed in March 2016, ran east of Milton
and through rural Clinton before heading
south. The most recent route, proposed in
September 2016, runs west from Milton,
veers between Beloit and Janesville, and
heads south on the west side of Beloit.

not done yet, company
officials confirmed.

Great Lakes Basin was
given until Tuesday to
either give a project status
update or submit its
application to the board,
which ultimately will
decide whether the rail line
can be built.

The company issued a
letter requesting the
extension. But Mirjam
Melin, co-founder of local
opposition group Rock
Against the Rail, did not
think that was an adequate
response.

“This letter is not a status
report. It's basically a letter
saying they didn't have
their homework finished,”
Melin said. “It proves again
they are totally
unprepared.”

“It's already affecting us in a very negative way,” Melin said, noting
that the controversy has been emotionally taxing on communities
that oppose the plan.

The proposed rail line is designed to cut transit times by allowing
trains to circumvent the congested Chicago area on their way to
Indiana.

The current route—the third proposed by the company—would
start in Milton, veer west between Beloit and Janesville and then
head south into Illinois. Earlier routes ran near Clinton on the
county's east side or near  Brodhead on the county's far west side.

The proposed line is a Class 5 rail, which accommodates trains
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traveling up to 70 miles per hour.

In its letter, Great Lakes Basin said it was still working with a
group of stakeholders.

“We are holding discussions with potential customers, shippers
and other parties (that) may file statements in support of the
application,” according to the letter. “These discussions are
ongoing and are expected to continue for several more weeks.”

The company will not disclose which rail carriers and shippers it
has met with, attorney Mike Blaszak said.

“We're working with our advisers and our supporters to come up
with an application that would be persuasive to the Surface
Transportation Board,” Blaszak said.

Rock Against the Rail on Feb. 14 filed a supplemental motion with
the Surface Transportation Board to block the project.

The motion argues the proposed rail line is illogical because it's not
needed, would harm the environment and has failed to generate
interest among major rail lines.

According to the motion, Norfolk Southern and Union Pacific have
publicly stated they are not interested in using the proposed
bypass.

The motion also argues that Canadian National, another railway,
would not use it because the company has its own Chicago bypass.

Melin disputes Great Lakes Basin's assertion that the rail bypass
would cut transit times through Chicago from 33 hours to seven
hours.

She said the Chicago Regional and Environmental Efficiency
Program, which was created in 2003, has made an effort to cut
those times.

Intermodal and manifest trains—which make multiple stops and
haul multiple kinds of freight—need roughly 32 hours to travel
through Chicago, according to a recording of a Chicago
Metropolitan Planning Council meeting.

Unit trains, which haul one commodity such as coal and don't
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make stops, take about 15 hours under the transportation
initiative.  

“In the past, before (the program), it took about 20 hours for a unit
train to go through Chicago,” Melin said.

Research on the initiative was conducted by transportation
research firm Cambridge Systematics.

Blaszak declined to comment on the discrepancy between the
company's transit time estimate and that of Cambridge
Systematics, but he said the rail line would not only be for unit
trains.

In a letter to the Surface Transportation Board, state Rep. Amy
Loudenbeck, R-Clinton, said she was disappointed with Great
Lakes Basin's lack of preparation.

Melin said she hopes the Surface Transportation Board is willing to
pressure the company to give a status update. She said the public
currently doesn't know any more than it did in December, when
the company requested its first extension.

The board has not issued a response to Great Lakes Basin's request
for a second extension.
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