
Delavan man remembers service
at the now-defunct 755th Radar
Squadron base
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DELAVAN—Important
historical places are often
easily overlooked.

Ravaged by time, they
become shadows of their
former selves, and only
historical markers are left
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ANTHONY WAHL
Gene Schreve stands inside his home in
Delavan, where he has lived since he stopped
working at the 755th Radar Squadron in
Delavan in 1954.

to tell their stories.

The 755th Radar Squadron
in Delavan, located at the
intersection of Highway 67
and Palmer and Town Hall

roads, is one of those places.

In the 1950s during the Red Scare, the old military base had an
important mission. It looked for potential threats from the north to
protect Air Force bases in the Midwest, such as Chicago O'Hare
and Madison.

These days, the base's few original buildings are deteriorating.
They store boats in the winter months and house a small wood
shop. Only a historical marker from the Wisconsin Historical
Society commemorates the former base's history.

At its peak, the base housed about 300 soldiers, many of whom
remained in the area and started families. One of them, Gene
Shreves, still lives in Delavan, just a few miles away from the
former base.

The current owners of the base-turned-industrial-park would not
talk to a reporter. But Shreves did. The place is full of memories for
him, both good and bad, and it's where he made lifelong
friendships.

Shreves was born and raised in West Virginia. He enlisted in the
Air Force at age 22, completed his basic training in Texas and was
sent to the Delavan base.

He arrived in Wisconsin on Feb. 9, 1951, unprepared for the cold
and completely lost.

“It was a terrible winter,” he recalled.

He and 14 other new recruits were deposited at a small outdoor
relay station with no one to guide them to the base. Shreves said. It
was 9 degrees below zero.

Some recruits left to look for help. Shreves stayed with those who
remained. One group found a tavern, the other a sheriff's deputy.
The group with the deputy returned to the station.
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“When the sheriff's deputy arrived, he found me and a friend
breaking up the outhouse door to build a fire,” Shreves said with a
chuckle. “I'd do it over in a minute.”

At the base, the soldiers split up into four groups: Abel, Baker,
Charlie and Dog. Each had 20 to 22 soldiers and a commanding
officer, and each became a family.

The base was never threatened with an attack, but when he had
leave, Shreves remembered escaping the base as quickly as
possible with a friend to avoid being stuck in a lockdown and
unable to see his girlfriend.

“We slept on my friend Chris' girlfriend's porch for two nights,”
Shreves said.

He met many of his best friends at the base—and his wife, Barbara.
They've been married for 62 years.

He and Barbara met on a blind date. A woman approached him
and asked him to set her up with one of the soldiers.

“Introduce me to John Day, and you can have your pick of any of
the girls in Delavan,” she told Shreves, who chose Barbara.

As a soldier, he was allowed to work part time. He found a job at
the Delavan golf course for $1.25 an hour.

“They tried to give me $1 an hour, and I told them $1.25 is as cheap
as I go,” Shreves said with a smile.

At that time, golfers could get annual memberships for $18,
Shreves said.

After his service ended, Shreves worked at the golf course until he
retired. Now 88, he still lives in Delavan.

He and his friend Allen Mullen—who also was stationed at the base
—placed a historical marker there in 2006.

Their timing was good. Mullen died in 2009.
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GazetteXtra.com does not condone or review every comment. Read more in our
Commenter Policy Agreement.

Keep it clean.Keep it clean. Comments that are obscene, vulgar or sexually oriented will
be removed. Creative spelling of such terms or implied use of such language is
banned, also.
Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.Don't threaten to hurt or kill  anyone.
Be nice.Be nice. No racism, sexism or any other sort of -ism that degrades another
person.
Harassing comments.Harassing comments. If you are the subject of a harassing comment or
personal attack by another user, do not respond in-kind. Click the "Report
Abuse" button on offensive comments.
Share what you know.Share what you know. Give us your eyewitness accounts, background,
observations and history.
Do not libel anyone.Do not libel anyone. Libel is writing something false about someone that
damages that person's reputation.
Ask questions.Ask questions. What more do you want to know about the story?
Stay focused.Stay focused. Keep on the story's topic.
Help us get it right.Help us get it right. If you spot a factual error or misspelling, email
newsroom@gazettextra.com or call 1-800-362-6712.
Remember, this is our site.Remember, this is our site. We set the rules, and we reserve the right to
remove any comments that we deem inappropriate.

PLEASE CHOOSE A NICKNAME BEFORE COMMENTING

Woman accused of stealing from letters at
Beloit post office
Thursday, March 9, 2017Thursday, March 9, 2017

Most read

Most commented

Site map

http://www.gazettextra.com/News
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Local
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/State
http://www.gazettextra.com/section/weather
http://www.gazettextra.com/lottery
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Crime
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Nation_World
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/TodayInHistory
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/multimedia/special_sections
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/Photos
http://www.gazettextra.com/News/PublicRecord
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Preps
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Local
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/AutoRacing
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Baseball
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Basketball
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/College
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Football
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Golf
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Hockey
http://www.gazettextra.com/Sports/Photos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/Letters
http://www.gazettextra.com/letterstotheeditor
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/OurViews
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/OtherViews
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/SoundOff
http://www.gazettextra.com/Opinion/PoliticalCartoons
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Kicks
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Travel
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Health
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Home
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Money
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Columns
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Relationships
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Music
http://www.gazettextra.com/Living/Food
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnists
http://www.gazettextra.com/columnistindex
http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos
http://www.gazettextra.com/localvideos
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Obituaries
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Subscribe
http://www.gazettextra.com/Marketplace
http://www.gazettextrahomes.com/
http://www.gazettextrajobs.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/Content/CommentingPolicyAgreement
mailto:newsroom@gazettextra.com
http://www.gazettextra.com/section?template=userregedit&omniture=0
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu6C-Uw1rOHGxyS7J_eDEJ8ZklaufYmGTvoAtqBO3HK7jnleKEaw8pDM-MV4iDXtOd4AVc6iUelgXWokSGZQumebR5qrulLri-hEjCEYLN3eWxCEWvxNDOGBNLFoQmBQOpPQ0-tm1Yn4l_O6-1Sodd3_WffEf_4CCJMkIpJyDdNcT1cjNTZateeU0HPY1Mt_UheUVR-p1iQ29fu3o7JUnjyHCbM5T8Sal_-U-leOg1dxpdv1A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBFqv8Vc6IcC&adurl=http://www.GazetteXtra.com/Services/Subscribe
http://www.gazettextra.com/20170309/woman_accused_of_stealing_from_letters_at_beloit_post_office
http://www.gazettextra.com/20161116/delavan_man_remembers_service_at_the_now_defunct_755th_radar_squadron_base#
http://www.gazettextra.com/20161116/delavan_man_remembers_service_at_the_now_defunct_755th_radar_squadron_base#


Shows
Traffic Cameras

Births
Couples
Death Notices
Community Briefs
Names in the
News
Events
Submit Your
Celebration

iServices
E-Edition
Photo Reprints
About Us
Contact Us
Advertisers
Newspaper in
Education
FAQ
Privacy Policy
Legal Notices
Terms &
Conditions
Tearsheets
Reader Rewards
Retail Locations

Classifieds

© 2017 GazetteXtra, a division of Bliss Communications, Inc.

http://www.gazettextra.com/Videos/Shows
http://www.gazettextra.com/traffic_cameras
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Births
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Couples
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/DeathNotices
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/Briefs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Community/NamesInTheNews
http://www.gazettextra.com/section/events
http://www.gazettextra.com/forms
https://iservices.gazettextra.com/cgi-bin/cmo_cmo.sh/custservice/web/login.html
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/E-Edition
http://gazettextra.mycapture.com/
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/AboutUs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/ContactUs
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Advertisers
http://www.gazettextra.com/assets/pdf/JG853084.PDF
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/FAQ
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/PrivacyPolicy
http://wna.eclipping.org/ee/nmum/public/freesearchtest/search/index/psetup/witjg
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Terms
http://www.gazettextra.com/tearsheets
http://www.gazettextra.com/Services/Rewards
http://www.gazettextra.com/RetailLocations
http://www.gazettextra.com/classifieds

