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Junior technician Sam Johnson climbs down

Boat technicians in short supply
around Walworth County

    Comments  Print

XAVIER WARD
Saturday, June 17, 2017

DELAVAN -- Boat owners
could be waiting a few
weeks to get their
watercraft fixed.

Walworth County, like
much of the rest of the
state, is facing a shortage of
boat technicians, said Gage
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after putting the finishing touches on the
interior of a boat at Gage Marina in Delavan
on Friday.

Marine Service Manager
Matt Ogelsby. Gage Marine
employs five boat
technicians and one junior
technician, he said.

Some local schools are taking notice of the shortage, Ogelsby said.

Yamaha plans to start a shop class in the Elkhorn School District,
and the Delavan-Darien School District has talked about the
possibility of a boat shop class, too, he said.

“I've been in the industry my whole life and it's always been a
challenge,” Ogelsby said.

During late spring and early summer, people can wait up to a
month for their boat to be looked at, Ogelsby said.

Once it calms down, it's usually a week or two, he said.

“I've been pretty blessed,” Ogelsby said. “I've had a couple of young
adults I've hired that are looking to become a marine technician.”

While many technical industries are struggling, boat technicians
really only have a few options for schools, Ogelsby said.

Marine Mechanics Institute, with only a few locations nationwide,
is one of the only options for would-be technicians, but it's not
always necessary to take that step, he said.

Many technicians start by picking up non-technical jobs at their
local marinas, Ogelsby said.

“It's good to have some experience in the industry first,” he said.

Tim Williams, one of the Gage Marine technicians, has been
working on boats for 37 years, he said.

Marriage brought him to Wisconsin years ago, but growing up on
an island in Florida required him to know the ins and outs of a
boat, he said.

“It's sort of a difficult business. You've got to be well versed in a lot
of things,” Williams said.

Williams said being a boat technician requires being a “jack of all
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trades.” Sometimes that requires being a politician when dealing
with fickle customers, he said jokingly.

Williams grew up in the industry, and he said he's basically gone to
school for it his whole life. Becoming a technician requires several
certifications, Williams said.

The king of certifications is the Mercury master tech certification,
he said.

That's what Williams' understudy, Sam Johnson, hopes to achieve
some day, he said.

Johnson, of Machesney Park, Illinois, grew up on the Rock River,
and his family had a 13-foot boat, he said.

He's a recent graduate from the marine academy in Florida, he
said. He found work pretty quickly after graduating and has been
working at Gage for the past two months as a junior technician, he
said.

“I gain something new every single day that I come in,” he said.

It's a bonus that he gets to wear swim trunks to work, he said.

While boating is a seasonal activity, working on them is not. Boat
technicians usually work all winter, Ogelsby said.

It can take up to five years to become a boat technician, Ogelsby
said. In Wisconsin, the upper echelon of technicians can make
$75,000, he said.
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